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INTRODUCTION

❏ Communication with Professional ESPN 
Photographer

❏ Personal Background with Sports

❏ NIL: Name, Image, Likeness Policy of NCAA

❏ Title IX



Terms to Know 

NCAA:

NCAA Conferences:

Division 1:

National Collegiate Athletic 
Association

Regional League Competition 
Groups

Highest level of Collegiate 
sports



Growth of Social Media in College Sports 



Past Research:

❖ “I’m Going to Instagram It! An Analysis of Athlete 
Self-Presentation on Instagram”- Lauren Smith & Jimmy 
Sanderson

❖ “A Quantitative Analysis of Photographs and Articles on 
espnW: Positive Progress for Female Athletes”- Sarah 
Wolter

❖ “#Gramming Gender: The Cognizance of Equality on 
Instagram Accounts of Prominent NCAA Athletic 
Departments”- Rich G. Johnson , Miles Romney, and 
Benjamin Burroughs



Athletes self-presentation on Instagram 

Athletic departments representation of 
Collegiate athletes 

NCAA CONFERENCES REPRESENTATION 
OF DIVISION 1 COLLEGE ATHLETES ON 

INSTAGRAM



How does the representation of NCAA D1 athletes 
differ between females and males represented on 

the Power 5 Conferences Instagram accounts?



Why The Power Five?



Brief Overview

July 1st 2021- June 30 2022

Simple Random Sample: RNG

Sample Size: 10%

SMP: Instagram

First Photo Shown on Post

Videos, Stories, and Live 
Photos Not Included 

Process Repeated For Each 
Conference Instagram



SEC: 1,680

ACC: 513

PAC-12: 558

BIG10: 444

BIG12: 1,186

4,381

SEC: 168

ACC: 52

PAC-12: 56

BIG10: 45

BIG12: 119

440

Population Sample



Instagram Saved Collections





CODING 
REQUIREMENTS



Affiliated College 

NCAA Sport the image is promoting 

Whether the image is promoting men's or women's sports 

Gender of the photo subject 

Current athlete, Alumni athlete, Coach

             Photo is taken during the field of play, Studio Shot, or 
Outside Photo

Call to action Post 

Whether the post contains an athlete, coach, or a graphic or logo

Metacommunicative content 



DEFINITIONS

Metacommunicative Content: 

Call to Action: 

“ Narrative is added to an image 
through heavy editing or added 
text”

Instruct or inspire viewer/reader 
to take a desired action



Hypothesis:

Images of men’s sports will be overrepresented in 

Instagram posts by the NCAA Division I Power five 

conferences official accounts. 



RESEARCH BASED METHODOLOGY



Example:



Results



Results



Results



Results



Results



One-Sample Z-Test For p

H0: p=0.5
Ha: p<0.5

STATISTICALLY SIGNIFICANT

p=0.0005<0.01



t-Test For Independent Samples

Null: No difference 
Alternative: There is a difference

t df
p 

(2-tailed)

Amount of 
Likes

Equal variances 4.75 421 <.001

Unequal 
variances

5.03 413.5 <.001

Women with respect to the dependent 
variable Amount of Likes was statistically 
significant, t(413.5) = 5.03, p = <.001, 99% 

confidence interval [585.15, 1846.19]. Thus, the 
null hypothesis is rejected.



LIMITATIONS

❖ Personal Bias

❖ Inability to Stratify Random Sample 

❖ Disclusion of Videos, stories, and live photos

❖ Differing Population Sizes



Future Implications 

❖ Continuing Effects of NIL Policy

❖ Effectiveness of Title IX

❖ Impact of Sports within Social Media

❖ Gender Debate of Collegiate Sports
MORE RESEARCH!!!!!
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Growth of Social Media in College Sports 



LIMITATIONS

❖ Personal Bias

❖ Inability to Stratify Random Sample 

❖ Disclusion of Videos, stories, and live photos

❖ Differing Population Sizes



Future Implications 

❖ Continuing Effects of NIL Policy

❖ Effectiveness of Title IX

❖ Impact of Sports within Social Media

❖ Gender Debate of Collegiate Sports
MORE RESEARCH!!!!!






